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Bible Text:  John 15

Memory Verse:  John 15:5  NRSV  
“I am the vine, you are the branches.  Those who 
abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because 
apart from me you can do nothing.”

Overview:  Students will explore how their story is part of God’s story and how we are 
all connected to Christ and ways we as people of God can stay connected with God.

Goals and Objectives:
In addition to the rotation goals and objectives, students will:
•  use yard to knot or braid their personal story, which will then be combined into the 

story of the People of God.
•  learn about vocation and our attitude of sharing God’s love with others.

Supplies:
Bibles
Chart paper with memory verse printed as instructed in Week Two Plan.
Memory verse written one word per 3x5 card
Pencils
Yarn, multiple colors cut in 12-18” size pieces
Scissors
Blue Tape or Masking Tape
Optional:  Buttons, Pony Beads
Optional:  Book, “Knots on a Counting Rope”

Prepare ahead of time:
Your own story represented with knots and braids.

Lesson Format:  
Please welcome and invite students to select at least three strands of yarn, any color,  
right away.  Have supplies ready to hand out to students.  Explain that they will be using 
the yard to to tell their own story and and see how it is part of God’s story.  Our stories 
will look a little like a branch of a vine when we are through.   Branches get their 
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strength from the vine.  Jesus is our vine and reminds us of God’s everlasting love and 
to strengthen, and keep strong, our roots and our connection to God. 

Tell the students your story as you work through knots and braids of your “branch” and 
then invite them to begin working on theirs.

As they are working, lead students through the lesson and discussion - like a 
conversation during a sewing bee.  Make sure to introduce everyone in the room.

Three weekly lessons are provided for you to lead students through the discussion of 
this text.  We have done this because the text has been broken into weekly chunks of 
content that build upon each other. 

Storytelling Lesson:  Pick up here when it says:  Insert Activity 
Here

Discussion: 

As students finish their story, invite them to share it with the class.  Their story might 
include where they were born, when they were baptized, the people in their family, when 
they started school, milestones at church, in sports, at school, or home, travel, special 
events, a rough patch of time or things they are proud of.

One of the things we learn from Martin Luther’s teaching is about vocation.  

Vocation is our calling in life.  The things we do on a daily basis and the things we do 
over the span of a life time.

What is your vocation:  Are you a mom, dad, grandma, grandpa, aunt, uncle, daughter, 
son, cousin?  Are you a student, teacher, shepherd, care giver, pastor, leader, friend?  
Your profession is your vocation but so is your time not spent at work.  Luther felt doing 
the dishes and even changing diapers were a vocation.  As Christians, when we bring 
our attitude of caring for others and creation to our vocations, we share God’s love in all 
that we do.

Spend some time exploring vocation with the class.  

Part of our vocation is finding ways to stay connected to Christ.  We need constant 
reminders of God’s love and the more we are connected the more we get to know Jesus 
and feel connected to him.  

One important way Jesus taught us about being connected is to pray.
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Another is to be connect to the word:  worship:  devotion at home:  reading the Bible for 
homework/school:  or reading the Bible by yourself or with your family:  go to a Bible 
study.

Another is bread and wine:  Communion.

Another is being in a community of believers.  Just being at church!  Or doing fun things 
with people from church. 

Another way is to volunteer to help out with something at church or be part of a ministry 
group like singing in choir, carrying communion elements forward, helping to usher, or 
helping to cook meals, or visiting people in care centers. 

Closure:
When everyone has had time to share their story (or part of their story), talk about some 
of the similarities and differences.  Everyone has a birth story and everyone will 
someday have an end of life story, but all of the story that happens in-between is unique 
to each one of us.  We are each given gifts by the Holy Spirit for us to use to help other 
and to share God’s love with others.  God is a part of us.  We are made in God’s image 
and likeness so our story is part of God’s story, and when we combine all of our stories 
we are the Church, the body of Christ.  Strong and connected to Jesus, our vine.

If there is time, work through the Faith Journal sheet.  If there is not time, please be sure 
to send it home with students along with some yarn so they can show and tell their story 
to their family.  Encourage them to talk with their family about how they are connected to 
Christ Jesus.

Closing Prayer:
Dear Jesus, Thank you for being our vine and for always being with us.  Help us to stay 
strong and connected to you as we continue to grow in faith and love.  Help us to find 
ways to share our gifts with the whole church.  Amen.  
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